[CADASIL syndrome - cerebral autosomal dominant arteriopathy with subcortical infarcts and leukoencephalopathy].
Cerebral autosomal dominant arteriopathy with subcortical infarcts and leukoencephalopathy (CADASIL) is an inherited neurodegenerative disease associated with mutations in the Notch 3 receptor on vascular smooth muscle cells. Clinically the syndrome is manifested as migraine, recurrent subcortical ischaemic events, dementia and mood disorders. CADASIL, considered one of the important causes of "subcortical vascular dementia", is relatively easy to overlook or misdiagnose if it is not taken into consideration in differential diagnosis. Diagnosis of CADASIL is established on the basis of results of skin biopsy and genetic examination. In this article we present a short review of the literature concerning pathogenesis and clinical presentation of the syndrome and provide recommendations for detection, diagnosis and management strategies.